ON  EDUCATION

to-day it is arising, and in the near future it is likely to
be urgent. In 1900 most men had enough to do to earn
a living. Now, with shorter hours of work they have the
opportunity to be more than bread-winners. But if the
leisure of the future is to be entirely devoted to the films
and the dogs, civilisation will not have gained much by it.
Fifty years ago leisure was no concern of any but the well-
to-do, who mostly wasted it. To-day its use is becoming
a problem.

What, then, would you say of a nation which believed
this, and which acquiesced in the greater part of its people
leaving school at the age of 15 and being thrown straight
into the deep waters of life? Would not the old proverb rise
to your mind, Parturiunt montes', nascetur ridiculus mus? For
consider what a child has learnt by the age of 15. He can
read and write and do arithmetic. He has made a begin-
ning in many subjects, and received a training which
enables him to use an opportunity of learning more. But,
of history, except in a superficial sense, he knows nothing;
of the forces that affect the fortunes of the country, which
as a voter he will help to determine, he knows nothing;
economics, historical traditions, political theories are a
closed mystery to him; he will have opened the great book
of literature but he has had little time to turn its pages; of
science he is even more ignorant. Most of my readers
probably did hot leave school at 15; many went to the
university. Let them ask themselves how it would have
fared with their intellectual and spiritual life if their educa-
tion'had ceased at 15, Would they be willing that their own
children should leave school at that age? Yet that is the lot
of the great majority of children in this country. And we
have been singularly complacent about it, We take it
calmly, because we are used to it, and human beings see
nothing wrong in Abuses to which they are accustomed.